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republican sentiments were to be retained, and every member
of them was in future to be paid three livres a day
raised by a special tax upon the rich On the following
clay, as if to mark more strongly the commencement of the
Reign of Terror, Billaud-Varenne and Collot d'Herbois were
elected, on the recommendation of the committee itself, to be
members, in order to take particular charge of the measures
of the Terror, just as in the previous month Carnot and Prieur
of the Cote-d'Or had been elected to undertake the direction
of the foreign war. On September 11 the Committee of
General Security was renewed,1 but its composition did not
give satisfaction to the new rulers, and on the 14th it was
again renewed, when deputies in the confidence of the mem-
bers of the Great Committee of Public Safety were elected to
serve upon it; and as it was entrusted with the administration
of the police of Paris and of France, it at once became the
principal instrument for organizing and executing the system
of the Terror On September 17 the law of the suspects was
passed, and on the 20th Thuriot, the same Thuriot who had
played such a conspicuous part in the capture of the Bastille
on July 14, 17S9,2 resigned his seat on the committee, which
was thus reduced to the twelve members who formed the
Great Committee, and who, with the exception of HeYault cle
Sechelles, executed in the following April, ruled France
despotically until the end of July, 1794 These twelve men
were, in order of seniority on the committee, Jean Bon Saint-
Andre, Barere, Couthon, Herault de Sechelles, Prieur of the
Marne, Saint-Just, Robert Lindet, Robespierre, Carnofc, Prieur
of the C&te-d'Or, Collot d'Herbois, and Billaud-Varenne.

It is only by examining the history of the lives of these
twelve men, who had thus become the twelve rulers of France,
that the true history of the government of the Great Committee
of Public Safety can be rightly understood. All of them were
men of education and good scholars; five at least, Collot
d'Herbois, Billaud-Varenne, Barere, Couthon, and Saint-Just,
were educated in various colleges of the Oratorians; Robespierre
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